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Statewide Assessment for Determining  
Reading and Math Annual Measurable Objectives 

 Criterion-referenced test (CRT) 
 Aligned to Montana Content Standards  
 Grades 3-8, 10  
 Reading and Math  
 Multiple choice, math short answer and constructed 

response  
 Administered annually since 2004  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Montana CRT was developed in accordance with the following federal laws: Title 1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1994, P.L. 103-382 and the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001.The Montana grade-content CRT tests are based on, and aligned to, Montana’s Content Standards, Benchmarks and Grade Level Expectations in reading and mathematics. Montana educators worked with OPI and its contractor, Measured Progress, to develop test items to assess how well students have met the Montana content Grade Level Expectations. The purpose of this assessment is to measure the achievement of students.  The 2011-12 CRT was the ninth year of the operational program.
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Test Performance-Level Definitions 

 Advanced – denotes superior performance. 
 Proficient – denotes solid academic performance for 

each benchmark. 
 Nearing Proficiency – denotes the student has partial 

mastery or prerequisite knowledge and skills 
fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark. 

 Novice – denotes that the student is beginning to 
attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are 
fundamental for work at each benchmark. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Test performance levels are derived from the students CRT Scores and determined by the standard setting process of setting cut points for the proficiency levels of Novice, Nearing Proficiency, Proficient, and Advanced.  It is a process based on statistical information and Montana educator expertise.
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The Federal No Child Left Behind Act requires: 

 
 By 2013-2014, 100% of children at every grade level 

must score “proficient” or “advanced” in reading and 
math or the entire school will fail to make Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP). 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2005-06 CRT results were used to determine the trajectory of the AMO intermediate goals.  This trajectory will assure that all students will reach the proficient level of performance by 2013-14.  
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2012 Montana Adequate Yearly Progress 

 The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) sets targets for 
raising proficiency levels over time.  The targets are 
expressed as Annual Measurable Objectives. 

 
 The 2012 Annual Measurable Objectives (the 

percentage of students scoring proficient or 
advanced) are: 
 Math AMO: 80% of students at or above proficient. 
 Reading AMO: 89.6% of students at or above 

proficient. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a school or district to make the academic indicator, the percentage of full academic year students who scored at or above proficient in reading and math on the criterion-referenced test, which is aligned with state content standards, plus a 95% confidence interval (CI) must be greater than or equal to the AMO for reading and math for all student groups meeting minimum "n" size requirements which is 30.Who is excluded from academic indicator calculations? Exclusions Only. • Students identified as new to the school (NSAY) for school-level determinations. • Students identified as new to the district (NDAY) for district-level determinations. • Students with medical exceptions will be excluded through the appeals process explained in this document. • Deceased Students • Students excluded due to UPS error. • Students' Response Booklet which has a designation for noting the student is not enrolled. These designations include homeschoolers, private accredited students, and private non-accredited students. • Students reported as First Year LEP, Foreign Exchange, or not continuously enrolled from October 1 to the last day of the test window (see NSAY/NDAY above), and students enrolled less than 180 hours through the AIM student information system. • Students taking the regular Math test with non standard accommodations. • Students taking the regular Reading test with non standard accommodations. NOTE: Those students that did not participate in the reading and/or math assessments are given the lowest possible score and assigned to the novice proficiency level. They are included in AMO calculations, and the Participation is marked as Not Participating.
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Montana Adequate Yearly Progress 

 In 2008, 71.8% of Montana Schools met AYP. 
 In 2009, 73.6% of Montana Schools met AYP. 
 In 2010, 72.6% of Montana Schools met AYP. 
 In 2011, 72.2% of Montana Schools met AYP. 
 In 2012, 74.1% of Montana Schools met AYP. 
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Making Adequate Yearly Progress 

 AYP requires every student group to meet the Annual 
Measurable Objective. 
 Student Groups are defined as: 

 All Students combined 
 American Indian, Asian, Hispanic, Black, Pacific Islander, 

White 
 Economically Disadvantaged 
 Students with Disabilities 
 Limited English Proficient 

 
 The “N” size (number of students) needed for a 

student group to be reported is 30 students.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student Group Date source  is the AIM student information system and was determined on the count date of March 13, 2012.
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Up to 41 Hurdles for Schools to get over  
to Make AYP 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students can be counted in no less than 2 student groups and no more than 5 groups.
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AYP:  Special Education 

 In Montana, 12% of the public school population 
receive special education services. 

 To qualify for special education, the student must 
have a disability AND struggle enough with 
academics or behavior to need the individualized 
instruction that special education provides. 

 Students in the special education group are required 
to achieve the same proficiency targets and 
graduation rates as students without disabilities. 

 A student in special education could also be counted 
in as many as 4 additional student groups (all student 
group, race/ethnicity, limited English proficient, and 
free/reduced lunch). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that students with disabilities be included in each state’s system of accountability and that students with disabilities have access to the general curriculum. The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) also speaks to the inclusion of all children in a state’s accountability system by requiring states to report student achievement for all students, as well as for groups of students on a disaggregated basis. These federal laws reflect an ongoing concern about equity: all students should be academically challenged and taught to high standards. It is also necessary that all students be involved in the educational accountability system.To ensure the participation of all students in the state’s accountability system, Montana has developed the Criterion-Referenced Test Alternate Assessment (CRT-Alternate). The CRT-Alternate is a point-in-time, direct measure of a student’s performance based on alternate achievement standards aligned with Montana’s Content Standards and Expanded Benchmarks. It is expected that only those IDEA-eligible students with the most significant cognitive disabilities will participate in the CRT-Alternate.
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AYP:  English Language Learners 

 Students categorized as “English Language 
Learners/Limited English Proficiency (LEP)” are 
students who have difficulty in listening, speaking, 
reading and/or writing English. 

 Students in the LEP group are required to achieve 
the same proficiency targets and graduation rates as 
students without a language barrier. 

 An “English Language Learners/Limited English 
Proficiency” student could also be counted in as 
many as 4 additional student groups (all student 
group, race/ethnicity, special education, and 
free/reduced lunch). 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the participation of limited English proficient (LEP) students in the statewide assessment of reading and math, NCLB requires an annual assessment of English language proficiency for limited English proficient students. Through a grant from the Department of Education, a group of western states, including Montana, developed an assessment of English language proficiency in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and comprehension to be administered annually to all LEP students. Montana educators participated in the item writing, item review, bias review, pilot testing and field test. First year LEP students must participate in the math assessment, but have the option of taking either the reading assessment with accommodations or the English language proficiency assessment. 
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Two Methods for Determining AYP 

 Calculated Method 
 Federally mandated by NCLB for most schools 
 Meet Minimum “N” size of 30 for all tested students combined 
 At Least 95% Participation Rate (minimum “N” size of 40) 
 Meet or make improvement toward 80% attendance rate 

(elementary level) or  
 Meet or make 2 percentage points toward 85% Graduation 

Rate (high school level) 
 Evaluated and reported in the following groups: 

 All Students combined 
 American Indian, Asian, Hispanic, Black, Pacific Islander, White 
 Economically Disadvantaged 
 Students with Disabilities 
 Limited English Proficient 

 45.7% of Montana’s public schools are evaluated using this 
method 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), otherwise known as the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), greatly increased accountability for student academic achievement for all public schools. The NCLB requires that each state establish a single accountability system for all public schools and districts and that it be designed to generate valid and reliable accountability determinations. Because there are many small schools in Montana, our state faces unique challenges in the design and implementation of an accountability system that will meet the requirements of NCLB, particularly with respect to the statistical significance of small population sizes.  To meet the requirements set forth in NCLB, all public schools and districts are required to make adequate yearly progress (AYP), an individual state's measure of yearly progress toward achieving state academic standards.  States must provide AYP determinations before the beginning of the academic school year in time for districts to implement provisions required by NCLB, including public school choice or supplemental educational service options,. 
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Small Schools Process  
 Small Schools Process 

 NCLB allows a small schools process for determining AYP 
when there are fewer than 30 students for “All Students 
Combined” 

 52.2% of Montana’s public schools are evaluated using this 
method 

 Due to small enrollments, the trend data for student 
achievement in small schools is not statistically valid. 

 To address this concern, Montana developed the Small Schools 
Process, which uses multiple measures including analysis over 
time for achievement and improvement and yearly effectiveness 
reports with goals, action plans, and professional development 
activities. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In cases where the 'All Students' group does not meet the required minimum "n" size (30), the school or district is deemed to not have enough data points to evaluate using only statistical methods and is evaluated using Small Schools Accountability Process (SSAP). The SSAP is based on several significant quantitative and qualitative factors. These factors include the Criterion-Referenced Test scores (CRT), the Annual Performance Report of the Continuous School Improvement Plan, CRT improvement, and attendance or graduation rate. The CRT data, graduation rate, and attendance data are quantitative and consist of multiple data sets. The total possible points for every school and district will vary according to the number of data sets available. The Annual Performance Report is a qualitative evaluation of goals, action plans, professional development, and curriculum development. Together, the quantitative and qualitative factors generate a comprehensive overview of a school’s or district’s progress in the continuous school improvement process. The various components of the SSAP are weighted on a scale from one to ten based on their relative importance. 
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Criticism of Adequate Yearly Progress 

 AYP does not give a complete picture of school 
success or improvement. 

 AYP is determined using only reading and math tests 
and does not measure other academic areas. 

 AYP does not consider other factors that provide an 
effective education system. 
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AYP Results Hide the Facts: 
    Student Achievement is Improving 

 For seven years, Montana students have shown 
steady improvement in math and reading proficiency. 
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Academic Growth is confirmed by  
National Assessment of Educational Progress 

2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress: 
 
 In Grade 4 Math, seven states scored higher than Montana, and 

in Reading, five states scored higher. 
 
 In Grade 8 Math, one state scored higher than Montana, and no 

states scored higher in reading. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a congressionally mandated project overseen by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) to continuously monitor knowledge, skill, and performance of the nation's children and youth. As the "Nation's Report Card," NAEP measures and reports on a regular basis what America's students know and can do in core subjects like reading, mathematics, writing, and science. Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, states receiving Title I funds must participate in the NAEP Assessment in grades 4 & 8 in reading and mathematics.
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Conclusion:  Montana Schools are Improving 

 Montana schools are improving, as shown by many 
measures, including NCLB test scores. 

 Math and reading test scores are only one measure 
of the success of schools. 

 Test scores are improving. 
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